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WAR Am very forry to find, by the Opera Bills for 
due ~ that we are likely to lofe the great- 
pitt Performer in Dramatick Mafick that is 
Wameww living, or that perhaps ever appeared up- 
' L need not acquaint my Reader, that I 
Mepeking of Signior Nicolini, The Town is 
‘A Gir obliged to that Excellent Artift, for having 
re taeens the Utalian Matick in its Perfeétion, as 
y @amew for that generous Approbation he lately 
gum Opera-of our own Country, in’ which 


od 


‘Oh mmmpoter endeavoured to do Juftice tothe Beau- - 


mts Words, by following that Noble Exam- 
ve. has been fet him by the greateft. For- 


aAMmeMafters in chat Art. 


Ae mend beartily with there was the fame Appli- 
» WAM Ind Endeavours to cultivate and. improve 
weh-Mutick, ds have been lately beftowed 
x mya ofthe Stage. Our Compofers have one 
aweimmmtet Incitemcut to it: they are dure to meet 
eee cacellent Words, and, st the fame time, a 
yb meet Variety of them. There is no Paffion” 
Cerhaee Rot finely exprefled in thofe parts of the 
ble EWritiag, which are proper for Divine Songs 
; ‘is-a certain Coldnefs and {ndifference in 
pales.of our Exropean Languages, when they 
‘ ed with the Oriental Forms of Speech; 
appens very luckily, that the Hebrew idioms 
Eaglifo Tongue with a particular Grace 
mty. Our Langusge has received innuine- 
mesocies aud [mpravements, from that In- 
Wi debraijms, which are derived to it out 
tl Pufiages ia Holy Writ. They give 
We'Eneryy to our Expreflivns, warm and 
tur Language, and convey:our Thoughts 
Mdent and intenfe Phrafts, than any that 
met with in our own Tooguc. Thereis 
fo:pathetick in this kind of Di@ion, that 
Mes the Mind in a Flame, and mukes our 
Min within us. How cold and dead does a 
Mer, thatis compofed ir the moft Elegant 
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and Polite Forms of Speech, which are natutal to 
our Tongue,. when it is not heightened by that So- 
lenny of Phrafe, which may be drawn from the Sa- 
cred Writings.. Ie has been faid by fome of the 
Ancients, that if the Gods were to talk with Men, 


they would certainly {peak in Plato’s Stile; but I‘ 


think we may: fay, with Juftice, that when Mor- 
tals converfe with their Creator, they cannot do it 
in fo proper a Stile as in that of the Holy Scrip~ 
tures. nll 


‘If any one wonld judge of the Beauties of Poetr 
that are to be met within the Divine Writings; and’ 


. examine how kindly the Hebrew Manners of Speech | 


mix.and incorporate with the Eng/ifo Language ; after 
having perufed the Book ‘of Pfalims, let him read a 
literal Tranflation of Horace or Pindar, He will 
find in thefe two laft fuch an Abfurdity and Confu- 
fion of Stile with fuch a Comparative Poverty of 
Imagination, as will makehim very fenfible of what 
I have been here advancing. F 


Sitice we ‘have therefore fuch a Treafury of 
Words, fo beautiful in themfelves, and fo propet for 
the Airs of Matick, I cannot but wonder that Per- 
fons of Diftin@ion thould give fo litle Attention 
and Encouragement to that kind of Mafick, which 
would have its Foundations in Reafon, and which: 
would improve our Vir:ue in proportions it raifed 
our Delight. The Paffions. that are excited by ordi- 
nary Compofitions, generally flow from fuch filly 
and abfutd Occafions, that a Man is afhained to re- 
fle& upon thern ferioufly ; but the Fear, the Loves 
the Sorrow, the Indignation that ate awakened in. 
the Mind by Hymns and Anthems, make the Heart 
better, and proceed from fuch Caufes as: are’ alto- 


gether reafonable and praife-worthy. Pleafure and. 


Duty go hand in hand, and the greater our Satif= 
faction is, the greater is our Religion. 


Mafick atnong .thofe who were fliled the chofen 
People was a Religious Art. “he Songs of Sion, 
which we have reafon to believe were in high te- 
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pute among the Courts of the Eafterp Monarchs, 
were nothing elfe but Pfalms and Pieces of Poetry 
that adored or celebrated the Supreme Being. The: 


greateft-Conqueror ip this Holy Nation, after the, ° Greek Sika 


manner of the old Grecian Lyricks, did not only: 
compofé the Words of his Divine Odes, but gene- 
rally fet them to Mutick himfelf: After which, 
his Works, tho’ they were cunfecrated to the Ta- 
bernacle, became’ the National Entertainment, as 
well as the Devotion of his People. 


The firft Original of the Drama was be Religious - 
Worhhip confifting only of a Chorus, which was no- 
thing elfe but an Hymn toa Deity. As Luxury and Ve- 
luptuoufnels prevailed over Innocence and Religion, 
this form of Worthip degenerated .into Tragedies; 
in which however the Chorus fo far remembered 
its firft Office, as to brand every thing that was vi- 
cious; “and recommencd-every thing that was lauda- 
ble, to intercede with Heaven for ree and 
to implore its Vengeance on the Criminal. . 


Homer and Hefiod intimate to us how this Art 
fhould be applied, when they reprefent the Mafes as 
furrounding Fxpiter, and warbling their Hymns a- 
bout his Throne. I might thew, from innuinerabie 
Paffages in Ancient Writers, not only that Vocal 
andinftramental Matick were made aft of in cheit 
Religious Worthip, but thar’ their ut ——. 
Diverfons. were: filled with — and $ to 
their sefpective Deities. Had pte nter- 
taiatents.of this Nature among ds, they wou'dndt 
@ ligsle purifié and exalt our'Paffions, give our 

Thoaghts‘a proper Turn, aiid chtrl ii thofe Divine 
Impulfes in taetlesk, which evéty one feels that has 


not: ftifled them by» fentual ‘and iatnodetate, Plea-" ; 


fures. 


Mufick, when thus applied, raifes noble Hints in 
the Mind of the Hearer, and fills ic with great Con- 
ceptions. » it lirehgthens Devotion, and advances 

 Peaife into Rapture. 
Weorhip; and prodaces morte lalting and permanent 
beppreffivns ia the Mind, rhah thofe which accompany 


any tranfieat Form of Words that are actéred in the 


ordinary Method of Religious Worthip. 
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For the Benefit of the Box-Keepers. ‘ 
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By Her Majete's Company of Comeiiians,’ 
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- This Day is Publifh’'d,: 

éThethied Vol. of the fiad of Homer, with) 
Rag ap Stasi —_ the eg BY Mn. 
Ae Gen’ Sot The 4th and ft ¥ 


voir, ‘ate in the Pre 

next by Bernagd Lincort-at ¢ ‘ 

¥eot einpl Ngee im Fledtreet : OF wbotet thay be 
cellany la:ely Publifhcd, 


This Day is Publithed, 
The whole Works of that excellent 
fiien Dr. Thotias Sydeaham, wherein not wey Be the “te 
Difeafes are read of Semel bide, Dns —e 
way of curing mo NC. es 
7 poily Of the Galea of Phyfews hyficans, price ss. ml 
Kumulferus abridg’d, or 2 pe Syfem of Phyfiok, beug 
Kription of all Difeales incidedie to'Men, Woimen tad 
wee Of Cure. To which 13 “a a dhore accoure of 
fool Frafvens with an eu.eines, price 6s, 
ellingeun at the D> !phin and comet in Sc. Paul's 


so John Prince, John Sadler, and Wiggs, 
Jodrell, Mercers, at the-dleck byou in Kingitreer G 
have refalved to leave off the Mercers Trade, Thefe are tp 
tice, That at the faid Shop are to be fold at very low pn 
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“ oft Pub Publith’d, The Second Edition of 
Creation. A Phil. fophical Poem. Dem snitrati 
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a” Very neat Potket Edition, in two Vob. 
een: ithe of Mr. Thorhias Ocway, cuntsitig, 
Ee spe a manne in Bathion, 
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LONDON: Printe for Sam, Barkicy, at ‘the Dobbin in Little-Britar; 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick. Lane 
as aifo hy Charles lillie, Perfumer, at.the Corner of Beauford. Bai , 
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